
APPEAL FORM 
 
Rights of Way Section 
The Planning Inspectorate 
3G Hawk Temple Quay House 
2 The Square 
Temple Quay 
Bristol 
BS1 6PN 
 
WILDLIFE AND COUNTRYSIDE ACT 1981,  
SECTION N 53 AND SCHEDULE 14 
Appeal to the Secretary of State Secretary of State for Environment, Food and Rural 
Affairs  under paragraph 3 (2) 
 
My name:  Christopher Smith 
 
Address  
 
Email  
 
Name of surveying authority:  East Sussex County Council 
 
Title of Definitive Map: East Sussex County Council Definitive Map 
 
DESCRIPTION OF THE WAY 
 
a bridleway from point D at Saxon Cross, grid reference 544202 110517 to point F at 
a junction with the Ringmer/Glynde Road at grid reference 545528 109354 
 
DATE AND REFERENCE OF APPLICATION TO THE SURVEYING AUTHORITY 
 
13/9/18  My reference Glynde A, Local authority reference  Rwo 232 
 
GROUNDS FOR APPEAL 
 
I request a direction to determine this application. 
 
I made this application, using historical evidence, in September 2018.   The authority 
lists the application on its web site as “awaiting investigation”.  This suggests that 
work has not yet been started on it. 
 

 I am aware that a 
decision on an order is likely to be the first stage of a long process. If the order is 
made it is likely to be opposed.  If it is confirmed it is likely to take some time before 
the rights of way team are able to ensure that the route is opened.  The local 
authority is currently deciding applications at the rate of about 5 per year, largely, but 
not always in date order. So far as I can tell this application is about number 30 in 
the list, suggesting that without a direction even an initial decision is not due for a 
further 6 years or so. 



I am aware that the making of a decision on an application is only the beginning of 
the process and that there may be further appeals, and perhaps objections to any 
order to be considered.  There is also likely to be a delay before any path resulting 
from a confirmed order is laid out on the ground 
 
I would like to be sure that I am fit enough to take part in any public enquiry and I 
would like to able to cycle the route in my lifetime if the order is confirmed.  I believe I 
have the right to a decision in a reasonable time. 
 
This route is currently not available to equestrians and cyclists at the moment so 
they are losing what rights they may have.  A similar route is open to pedestrians on 
a permissive basis. 
 
It may be objected that there has been significant closure of archives during the last 
year.  But the authority routinely relies on documents that I have produced from the 
National Archive rather than doing its own examination and I note that in its most 
recent decision issued to me yesterday it has relied heavily on the documents that I 
obtained from the county archive without, in many cases, doing its own checks. 
 
I have included everything that I wish to say above and do not want to be contacted 
again for further comments, with the exception that I would welcome the opportunity 
to comment on any response which is later made by the council. 
 
It should be noted that, following discussions with the authority, I notified further 
owners/occupiers and that I sent a revised certificate of service (which I attach) 
some time after the application.  Well over a year has passed since that notification 
however. 
 
CERTIFICATION:  I certify that I served notice of this appeal on the surveying 
authority on the date of this appeal, by copy email. 
   
I understand that a copy of this appeal and supporting papers may be made 
available for public inspection. 
 
 
 
 
 

Signed  
 
DATE 29/4/21 
 
 
 


