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1. SUPPLEMENT TO APPLICANT’S STATEMENT,  OUR 

REFERENCE BERWICK A, COUNCIL REFERENCE RWO 257 

This supplement amends and replaces section 10 of the application.  I have reviewed the 
minutes of the Firle Rural District Council and now conclude that those minutes outline very 
clearly the status of the application route. 

1.1.1 HIGHWAY AUTHORITY RECORDS 

1.1.2 Parish records for the period prior to 1894, when parishes were responsible for 
highways, are very thin on the ground and I have not been able to find any records. 

1.1.3 However in 1894 responsibility for this area was assumed by the short lived Firle 
Rural District Council. 

1.1.4 The Council had plans for the Old Coach Road and the application route 

1.1.5 Records of Firle Rural District Council 

This is the report of the Road committee of West Firle RDC in 1895. It forms part of the 
minutes of the RDC on page 168-170 of the minute book held as DL/D 139/2 at the Keep 

 

1.1.6 The former turnpike had acquired the name of the Old Coach Road. From Berwick 
and Alciston to Bopeep it was in want of amendment and manual labour.  The council 
wanted the parish to contribute.   

1.1.7 The extract below shows that the committee wanted to reduce what it called “the Old 
Coach Road” in Berwick and elsewhere from a highway open to all vehicles to a bridle road. 
One of the roads elsewhere was a road “From Berwick Street to New Barn and Comps” 
which the report says is unnecessary south of school.  The rest to be taken over. 
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1.1.8  An extract from the first Ordnance Survey1-2500map of 1874 below shows where 
New Barn and Comps can be found.  I have highlighted the application route in red.  New 
Barn and Comps Lane are highlighted in yellow. 

1.1.9 I had previously noted that on the Council map of maintainable roads the main road 
through Berwick is called “the Village” and that Comps Barn is some distance away near 
Alfriston.  However “The Street” was a common name in East Sussex for the main or only 
road in a village, and I suggest that this may refer to the main road through the village, which 
end runs from what is now the A27 to the application route.  I now consider that the 
reference to “the Comps” is a reference to Comps lane. 

1.1.10 It seems clear from this that the council were referring to the application route.  
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1.1.11 The same map locates the school. Again the application route is shown in red 



Page 4 of 11 
 

 

 

 

 

1.1.12 The following extracts show that the council accepted the recommendation. The 
extracts below from  pages 179 and 180 show what the council wanted to downgrade in 
Berwick Parish.  They clearly agreed with their committee. 

1.1.13 In Berwick, along with downgrading the old Coach Road they wanted to downgrade 
“that highway from Berwick Street to New Barn and Comps , that portion commencing 200 
yards or thereabouts south of the school and known as Street End of a length of one furlong 
and a half or thereabouts is unnecessary for public use and ought not to be maintained or be 
repairable at public expense.” 

1.1.14 One and a half furlongs is 330 yards.  Using the Ramblers path drawing app I have 
calculated the distance between A and B on the application route as 387 yards.  The 
distance between the school and B, measured the same way, is 246 yards. 
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1.1.15 The minutes of the council meeting held on  20/3/1896, from page page 227 onwards 
show that the council had adopted a course of action to achieve their aims.  The notes of 
their resolution below for Alciston parish show that they had decided to apply to the Court of 
Summary Jurisdiction of the Lewes Petty Sessions to downgrade the highway to a bridle 
road. 
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1.1.16 Later on in the minutes it is recorded that they agreed to make the same application 
in Berwick. 
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1.1.17 On page 233 the clerk reports that the applications have been made. 
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1.1.18 The notices for Alciston and Beddingham (only) are pasted into page 246 of the 
minutes.  They show that, rather than apply to downgrade routes, the council had applied to 
not maintain them.  There is no mention of a bridleway. 

1.1.19 Presumably the notice for Berwick was the same. 
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1.1.20 On page 250 the clerk reports that the court has made the orders as requested. 
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1.1.21 The order means that the highway through Berwick is no longer maintainable at 
public expense and is made under Section 24 of the Highways and Locomotives 
(Amendement) Act 1878  section 24 

1.1.22 There is no direct reference in the minutes to the downgrading of the application 
route to a bridleway, as was the case with the old coach road.  But maps subsequently 
showed it as such and that appears to have been the intention of the council. 

1.1.23 Instead they merely relieved themselves of the liability to maintain it.  I have 
consulted with a number of experts, all of whom believe that the status of the highway is not 
affected. 

1.1.24 There is further mention in the minutes.  The council was abolished in May 1898.   

1.1.25 I have not found any reference to the application route or the Old Coach Road in the 
minutes of Eastbourne Rural District Council, which took over from West Firle. 

1.1.26 The significance of this evidence and information. 

1.1.27 This evidence clearly states that the application route was a public road and was not 
downgraded to a bridleway by this process, even though it was subsequently shown on 
maps as a bridleway. But it suggests that the handover map and my earlier statements that 
B-C is not maintainable are not correct and that B-C is correctly on the list of streets. 

1.1.28 However I continue to contend that B-C is more used by walkers, equestrians and 
cyclists than by motor vehicles and that this section should correctly be recorded on the 
definitive map and statement as a byway open to all traffic. 

1.1.29 As A-B does not appear to be to be exempt from the NERC act, I continue to contend 
that its correct designation is as a restricted byway. 
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Chris Smith for the Open Spaces Society 25/1/21 

 


